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FORT WORTH DEVELOPMENTS
Fort Worth, Texas – now the 16th-largest city in the United States (population: 736,200) – is booming, with tourism bringing approximately 5.5 million visitors staying 10.2 million days annually and contributing nearly $1.3 billion in direct spending annually to the city’s economy. Named the #4 value-friendly destination by Hotwire.com, the City of Cowboys and Culture’s major developments include new attractions, facilities and infrastructure improvements. Additional developments are in the works as well. 
Hotel Developments
Omni Fort Worth Hotel – Convention Center Headquarter Hotel

Opened January 2009

The Omni Fort Worth Hotel, Fort Worth’s new convention center headquarter facility, is now open. Located across the street from the Fort Worth Convention Center and the Fort Worth Water Gardens, this luxury property offers 614 rooms and nearly 68,000 square feet of meeting space. In addition, the Texas-themed hotel features three restaurants, a wine bar, a ballroom, a spa, and other first-class amenities. Web: www.omnihotels.com
TownePlace Suites Fort Worth Downtown
Opened July 2010

The brand-new TownePlace Suites Fort Worth Downtown has recently opened.  This 140 room all-suite hotel is minutes from Sundance Square, the Stockyards National Historic District, and the the Fort Worth Cultural District. Every suite features separate living and sleeping areas, fully-equipped kitchens, and complimentary high-speed Internet access. Limited meeting space is also available. Web: www.marriott.com. 
Attraction Developments
Amon Carter Museum Adds “Of American Art” to its Name

August 2010

The Amon Carter Museum has modified its name: the longtime institution is now known as the Amon Carter Museum of American Art. Opened in 1961, the museum was started to  house Amon G. Carter’s collection of paintings and sculpture by Frederic Remington and Charles M. Russell, the two greatest artists of the American West. The museum now houses 300,000 objects, including landmark works by such paramount American artists as Winslow Homer, Georgia O’Keeffe, and John Singer Sargent. The museum also houses one of the largest collections of American photography in the country. The Amon Carter Museum of American Art will celebrate its 50th anniversary in 2011, with special exhibitions and events throughout the year including a community celebration planned for August 2011.

Kimbell Art Museum – New Building

Groundbreaking Summer 2010

The Kimbell Art Museum has broken ground on a major new museum building by Renzo Piano Building Workshop. The new facility will be located to the west of its existing building, a landmark of modern architecture designed by Louis I. Kahn. Slated to open in 2013, the new building provides much-needed space for the Kimbell, whose exhibition and education programs have grown far beyond those envisaged when the Kahn building opened in 1972. The main purpose of the new building is to provide extra galleries to be used primarily for exhibitions, allowing the Kahn building to be devoted to the permanent collection. The new building also provides the classrooms and studios that are essential to a full-scale museum education department, as well as an auditorium considerably larger than the one in the Kahn building, an expanded library, and generous underground parking. When completed in 2013, the new building will complement the Kahn building and add stature to the already architecturally impressive Cultural District of Fort Worth, joining Philip Johnson’s Amon Carter Museum (1961/2001), Tadao Ando’s Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth (2002), and Legorreta + Legorreta’s Fort Worth Museum of Science and History (2009). The total project cost is $125 million.

Botanical Research Institute of Texas – New Building

Groundbreaking December 2009

The Botanical Research Institute of Texas (BRIT), an international cultural and scientific center for conservation (www.brit.org), has unveiled its $48 million, 69,000-square-foot facility, which is located at 1800 University Drive in the heart of the Fort Worth Cultural District. BRIT will seek the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System™ Platinum certification for its new facility, which would be the first at that level in Fort Worth and Tarrant County, the second in the North Texas area, and the fifth in Texas. BRIT’s new home will be one of the first buildings in the region to have a “living” roof, and it will be planted with flowering plants of the Fort Worth Prairie variety suitable for the climate. BRIT’s new home will be built on a 5.2-acre site leased from the City of Fort Worth. H3 Hardy Collaboration Architecture LLC (H3) is the design architectural firm for the project, and Balmori Associates, Inc., is the landscape design firm, both of New York. The facility opened in May 2011.
Fort Worth Museum of Science and History – New Building 

Opened November 2009
Adding to the rich architectural legacy of Fort Worth’s Cultural District, the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History’s brand new $80 million facility is dazzling with its bright colors, geometric forms, and abundant natural light. Designed by internationally acclaimed architectural firm Legorreta + Legorreta, the new facility opened in November 2009. To strengthen the museum’s presentation of history, the expansion incorporates a major new center for the Cattle Raisers Museum. Exhibits also include DinoLabs; Paluxysaurus jonesi, the official dinosaur of Texas; the Noble Planetarum; the Fort Worth Children’s Museum; Innovation Studios; six glass-walled spaces near the main entrance offering hands-on demonstrations; and the Omni Imax Theater. Web: www.fortworthwmuseum.org 

Fort Worth Zoo

Museum of Living Art Opened March 2010
When was the last time you went to a museum where the artwork moved, hissed, chirped or slithered? The Fort Worth Zoo has opened the country's most elite herpetarium, the Museum of Living Art (MOLA).  Imagine an exhibit where sounds of trickling water and gentle breezes take a visitor away to the cloud forests, where they might catch a glimpse of a gliding tree frog. Envision a calm place where a child can gather up enough courage to meet an imposing rattlesnake eye to eye. Visitors of all ages can travel to an inspiring spot where the curious can touch, explore and find compassion for the natural world. Web: www.fortworthzoo.org 
Mixed-Use Area Developments
Trinity UpTown 

In Progress

Trinity Uptown is transforming an 800-acre area immediately north of downtown Fort Worth into a vibrant waterfront development – in essence, doubling the size of downtown. A $435 million public infrastructure project will provide additional flood protection and dramatically increase access to the river, opening the area for economic revitalization, recreational opportunities, and ecosystem enhancements. An envisioned 10,000 housing units and 3 million square feet of commercial, retail, and educational space will make it possible for Fort Worth residents to live, work, shop, play, and learn near the river. Web: www.trinityrivervision.org  
Lancaster Avenue Corridor Redevelopment

In progress

Lancaster Avenue, a major east-west route in the south end of downtown, is under transformation to a grand tree-lined, pedestrian-friendly corridor. The $14 million roadway project, where an I-30 overpass once stood until removal in 2001, is expected to spur development of an urban village with shops on the street level and offices and apartments on the top floors. Lancaster Avenue will boast landscaping and a new grassy median and may include public art fixtures.

West Seventh 
Linking Downtown and the Cultural District, West Seventh is a vibrant, pedestrian-friendly urban village for those seeking unsurpassed style, taste and experiences. Everything from high-concept eateries and home furnishing stores, to destination tenants like Movie Tavern and LA Fitness, to national and local specialty fashion retailers, can be found at West Seventh. Developments include South of Seventh (So7), Montgomery Plaza, Museum Place and West 7th.
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